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Home in Loma Linda subdivision has Firewise features (left); Nine communities within the Redings Mill Fire 

Protection District earned Firewise recognition during 2010 (right). 

 

Missouri State Visit 
February 18-19, 2011 
 
Focus Areas: Joplin, Newton County 
 

Key Attendees: Lisa Allen, Missouri State 

Forester; Todd Chlanda, Assistant Fire Chief, Redings Mill Fire District; Andy Nimmo, 

Chief, Redings Mill Fire District; Tim Stanton, Missouri Department of Conservation 

(MDC); Duane Parker, SW Missouri RCD/Firewise Consultant; Francis Skalicky, MDC 

public information officer; Michele Steinberg, NFPA  

 

Trip Highlights: 

 Firewise Community Discussion and Tour.  Michele met with Todd Chlanda, Duane Parker and Tim 
Stanton on Friday to discuss the overall Firewise program and the resources available to Missouri and 
the region, including communications support, free materials, and upcoming training (Backyards & 
Beyond, HIZ courses). Todd and Duane have both participated in the Assessing Wildfire Hazards in the 
Home Ignition Zone workshop and have found it instrumental for community awareness and for training 
fire departments in the area to use the assessment process.  The group toured the Loma Linda 
subdivision in the district, which was the first residential area to start applying Firewise principles 
around homes.  

 

 

 

 

 Ceremony to Honor New Firewise Communities/USA sites. On Saturday, the Redings Mill Fire 
Protection District held a well-advertised open house at the fire station that included lunch and a 
ceremony to present all 10 communities with their plaques. Approximately 65 people attended, and the 
list of speakers included State Representative Bill Lant, State Fire Marshal Randy Cole, State Forester Lisa 
Allen, and Deputy State Forester Tom Draper. Duane Parker served as master of ceremonies, and 
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Michele thanked the department, the communities, and outgoing State Firewise Liaison Bill Altman 
(retiring in June) for their hard work.  A majority of the community representatives were on hand to 
receive their plaques, signs, and other recognition materials. There were formal proclamations signed by 
the Governor, the Missouri Senate, and the Missouri House of Representatives. Michele provided two 
brief interviews to the local Fox and NBC/ABC affiliates.  Photos and video of the ceremony available 
here: https://picasaweb.google.com/msteinberg65/MissouriFirewiseVisit#   

 New State Liaison and State Fire Marshal Introductions.  During the Saturday event, Michele had the 
opportunity to meet State Fire Marshal Randy Cole, who is an IFMA member and is very interested in 
supporting more Firewise activity in Missouri. She also met Ben Webster who is the new Firewise State 
Liaison, coming on board February 1 with the Missouri Department of Conservation. Ben has a 
background in fire and forestry from West Virginia, and is interested in using the Big Rivers Compact 
(Missouri, Iowa, Illinois and Indiana) to further promote Firewise in the region. 

 

 

 
State Challenges Related to Wildfire Mitigation: 

 As in a number of states with relatively low frequency/magnitude fires, Missouri officials are concerned 
about the lack of awareness among residents of the problem of homes burning due to wildfire. 

 Also as in a number of states, Missouri’s government agencies are limited in terms of how much time 
and financial resources can be devoted toward wildfire prevention and protection education. 

Todd Chlanda and Tim Stanton display honorary proclamations (left); Duane Parker serves as master of ceremonies (center); 

Community representatives line up to receive their plaques from Fire Chief Andy Nimmo (right). 

Notable Firewise Resources/ Ideas for Future Program Development: 

V Use of Southwest RC&D Council for training and assessments 

V Promoting Firewise to the fire service through such venues as the Fire Fighters 
Association of Missouri newsletter 

V State legislatures/Governors proclamations 

V Ideas for products showing ember and surface fire; use of terminology including 
brush fire and grass fire. 

V Idea to host regional Firewise conference, possible via Big Rivers Compact. 

 

https://picasaweb.google.com/msteinberg65/MissouriFirewiseVisit

