Funding for Volunteer Fire Departments

Unfortunately volunteer fire protection associations continue to struggle financially in many areas of the state. These associations provide vital fire protection and emergency services to rural Missouri on shoestring budgets. More importantly individuals who serve within these organizations volunteer their time and risk their lives to protect their communities. 
Property owners within the designated boundaries of a volunteer fire association must understand that before they can be afforded with fire protection a funding stream is necessary to provide such service. Most, if not all volunteer fire associations rely on annual subscription/membership fees to cover operating costs of the association. In many situations the association’s annual budget falls short of covering such costs. The most common issue which creates a budget shortfall arises when subscription fees are not paid by property owners. To fill budgetary gaps, a variety of fire department fund raising activities within a community are necessary to maintain a level of fire protection. 
State laws in place do provide volunteer fire associations with an avenue to encourage property owners and residents to become members of the fire association and maintain annual membership. State statute 320.302 establishes a fee structure which allows a fire association to charge an owner for an emergency response if the owner is not a current member of the association. Additionally, if the owner is not a current member, no mandate directing the fire association to respond to an emergency exists. A section within the same statute does prevent the fee from being assessed ONLY if the property owner has previously provided the fire association with written documentation advising the association not to respond to their property in the event of an emergency. 
If you are a property owner within a volunteer fire protection association you are encouraged to become a member. Your support will help ensure adequate fire protection is being provided to you and your community. Individuals serving as firefighters within these associations devote numerous hours without pay to provide fire protection in your community and often place their own lives at risk.

Do your part.  Support your volunteer fire protection association. 

